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and there we were, more than ever prisoners. I
neither saw tears nor heard complaints, not even
among the women, upon whose shoulders this disas-
ter fell more particularly, as they are like beasts of
burden, usually carrying the baggage of the Sav-
ages; on the contrary, everybody began to laugh.

When morning came, for it was at night when the
tempest committed this theft, we all ran along the
edge of the river, to learn with our own eyes some
news of our poor Shallop and our Canoe. We saw
both of them stranded a long distance from us, the
Shallop among the rocks and the Canoe along the
edge of the woods of the mainland. Every one
thought they were all in pieces; as soon as the sea
had receded, [224] some ran toward the Shallop, and
others toward the Canoe. Wonderful to relate, noth-
ing was harmed; I was amazed, for out of a hundred
ships made of wood as hard as bronze, scarcely one
would have been saved in those violent blasts of wind,
and upon those rocks.

While the wind held us prisoners in this unhappy
Island, a number of our people went to visit some
Savages who were five or six leagues from us, so that
there only remained in our cabin the women and chil-
dren, and the Hiroguois. During the night, a woman
who had gone out, returned, terribly frightened, cry-
ing out that she had heard the Manitou, or devil. At
once all the camp was in a state of alarm, and every
one, filled with fear, maintained a profound silence.
I asked the cause of this fright, for I had not heard
what the woman had said; eca titou, eca titou, they
told me, Manitou, ‘‘ Keep still, keep still, it is the
devil.”” I began to laugh, and rising to my feet,
went out of the cabin; and to reassure them I



